CHAPTER IV.

THE   MASSACHUSETTS   CONVENTION   AND  THE
PLYMOUTH ORATION.

THE conduct of the Dartmouth College case,
and its result, at once raised Mr. Webster to a po-
sition at the bar second only to that held by Mr.
Pinkney. He was now constantly occupied by
most important and lucrative engagements, but in
1820 he was called upon to take a leading part in
a great public work which demanded the exertion
of all his talents as statesman, lawyer, and debater.
The lapse of time and the setting off of the Maine
district as a State had made a convention neces-
sary, in order to revise the Constitution of Massa-
chusetts. This involved the direct resort to the
people, the source of all power, which is only re-
quired to effect a change in the fundamental law
of the State. On these rare occasions it has been
the honored custom in Massachusetts to lay aside
all the qualifications attaching to ordinary legisla-
tures and to choose the best men, without regard
to party, public office, or domicile, for the per-
formance of this important work. No better or
abler body could have been assembled for this